
AVPAGE VERIFICATION
PROGRAM

FOR ONTARIO BEEF PRODUCERS

AVTAGE VERIFICATION
TECHNICIANS

OCA has strategically placed 
four Age Verification Technicians (AVT’s) 

across the province to assist with 
age verification for cattle 

producers in Ontario. 

CYNDI LEAHY 
Eastern & Central Ontario
Phone & Fax: 705-657-1976
chris.leahy@sympatico.ca

DEBRA GARNER
Northern Ontario

Phone and Fax: 705-563-2761
dgarner@ontera.net

RUBY LENNOX
Western Ontario

Phone & Fax: 519-848-3065
Cell: 519-835-6022

rlennox@wightman.ca

DAN SHAPTON 
Southern Ontario 

Phone: 519-614-2749
Fax: 519-263-2801

shappy86@hotmail.com

For additional information please 
contact the following:

Project Coordinator 
Ron Wooddisse

519-831-9429
ron@cattle.guelph.on.ca

CCIA Liason Representative
Dan Ferguson
905-375-8551

dan@qualitystartshere.on.ca

Office Administrator
Lisa Turney

1-866-370-2333
lisa@cattle.guelph.on.ca

Ontario Cattlemen’s Association 
130 Malcolm Road

Guelph, ON N1K 1B1
Phone: 519-824-0334

Toll Free: 1-866-370-2333
Fax: 519-824-9101

www.cattle.guelph.on.ca

Funding support for this program was provided by the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA).  The views expressed are the 

views of OCA and do not necessarily reflect those of the OMAFRA.
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1. Purchase CCIA tags from any source

2. Age verify your calves
	 On your own•	
	 With assistance from an AVT or OCA•	
	 With assistance from any third party•	

3. Complete the VBP-QSH Workshop
	 This is a two hour course to encour-
age producers to implement management 
procedures meant to minimize on-farm food 
safety risks. The course fee is $50.00. Partici-
pants who have completed the workshop 
will be eligible to receive a $750 rebate on a 
specified list of equipment.* Please contact 
the OCA office or check the OCA website 
for upcoming courses being offered in your 
area.

4. Have a veterinarian-approved 
vaccination protocol in place

* The Canadian Food Safety & Quality Program On-
Farm Implementation is a federally funded program 
that provides the lesser of $750 or 50% towards the pur-
chase of specified On-Farm Food Safety equipment

Age Verification is a voluntary, free of 
charge program under the Canadian Cat-
tle Identification Agency (CCIA) National 
Traceability program. Since it’s inception, 
age verification has enhanced Canada’s 
international reputation.

With many of Canada’s international trad-
ing partners now requesting birth date in-
formation as a pre-requisite for export, the 
need for age verification is obvious. Accu-
rately recording and submitting birth date 
information to CCIA provides access to 
international markets and builds upon the 
credibility and value of Canada’s animal 
identification and traceability program.

Provincially, the Ontario Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation (OCA) has developed an incentive 
program to encourage producers to age 
verify their cattle. The goal of the program 
is to enhance the marketability of Ontario 
calves to feedlots and export markets.

Age verification service will be free of •	
charge

CCIA birth certificates will be •	
       provided

Applications available through OCA •	
and Age Verification Technicians

Animal Eligibility

2007 born-calves that were not en-•	
rolled under the previous Market   
Access Program will be eligible for a 
$3.00 credit

2008 born-calves will be eligible for a •	
$5.00 credit

Calves sold for dairy purposes are •	
       ineligible


